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Chatsworth Celebrities - John Brandeis

1932 John 

Brandeis and 

wife Claire 

Blavette 

at the Johnson 

Homestead he 

purchased in 

1929 
1927 Tabloid article 

Canton Ohio
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In 1929, 140 acres of the 160-acre 1874 Johnson 

homestead is sold to John Brandeis.

Brandeis builds an elaborate new estate house 

and outbuildings, replacing the homestead house.

By 1962 a newspaper article describes the 525-

acre Brandeis Ranch in Chatsworth, which 

included an exotic animal preserve.

A 1970 fire destroys all buildings, Brandeis 

rebuilds in 1971.

Brandeis dies in 1974.

In 1977 a newspaper article discusses the 

planned development of the 525-acre Brandeis 

Chatsworth ranch.  It is described as a 160-acre 

subdivision, with 365 acres of open space.

In 1984 Indian Springs development begins, on 2 

to 4-acre parcels in a gate guarded community. 

Brandeis Ranch Overview

Google Earth - The 525-acre Brandeis ranch is 

in green, on the Homesteader Parcel overlay 
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Brandeis Ranch Overview

Google Maps identifies the 365 acres of 

Indian Springs Open Space, the 

undeveloped portion of the Brandeis Ranch
Google Earth - The 525-acre Brandeis ranch is 

in green, on the Homesteader Parcel overlay 

Indian

Springs
(Brandeis)

Indian

Falls
(Upper 

Iverson)
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Johnson Homestead 1929 

• At right is the earliest aerial of the Johnson 

homestead, the year it was sold to John 

Brandeis.

• Notice that it is completely fenced.

• Notice the diagonal tree lined 

driveway/road to their house, which is at 

the foot of the mountains at today's 22637 

La Quilla Drive ($10 mil, 16 acres per 

Zillow)

1929 ucsb aerial Johnson Homestead

Yellow - corners of the 160-acre homestead

Red - Homestead house, at end of tree lined road 

Black - 20-acre Fern Ann Falls, reserved for 

Johnson descendants
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View of the Johnson Homestead, looking east 
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Above overview,

And at left enlarged,

a 1952 aerial of Brandeis Ranch,

the old 160-acre Johnson Homestead

The 10 2-acre parcels of Fern Ann Falls 

can be seen in the upper right

1952 Brandeis Ranch, the old Johnson Homestead 
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2025 Google Earth Brandeis Ranch, the old Johnson Homestead 

Google Earth - Brandeis ranch / Johnson 160 

acres on the Homesteader Parcel overlay, 

todays Indian Springs 
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LA County Assessor, Brandeis Ranch House (2014 aerial)



3/18/2025 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Celebrities - John Brandeis 9

Zillow - 2025 Brandeis Ranch House

 Site Plan

For Sale - 22637 La Quilla Drive - $10 million, 11 beds, 15 

baths 16 acres, 12,298 sq ft)

12,298 square feet of living space, including a main residence 

with a spacious basement, three guest bungalows, art gallery, 

and a grand ballroom. The estate features garage parking for 

up to 10 cars, a pool, spa, waterfalls, and tranquil koi ponds. 

A Japanese Garden meanders through the property, 

enhancing its peaceful ambiance. A historic wine cave, 

crafted in the 1800s from local stone, combines the past with 

the present, featuring an artisan-built, illuminated onyx bar. 

Nearby, a tranquil entertainment area allows you to enjoy the 

soothing sounds of a waterfall cascading into lotus and water 

lily-filled ponds. 

A lighted tennis court, complete with a stage, viewing pavilion, 

and guest amenities, adds to its allure. 

Source: Zillow 22637 La Quilla Drive

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/22637-La-Quilla-Dr-Chatsworth-CA-91311/65251544_zpid/?
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Zillow - 2025 Brandeis Ranch Building Photos

Main House Living Room Art Gallery Building
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Zillow - 2025 Brandeis Ranch Building Photos

Ballroom/Dance Pavillion

Wine Cave with 

Open Diamond Bar brand 

< - >

on the Door
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In 1856, at the age of 20, Jonas Brandeis immigrated to New York from Lieben, 

Bohemia (Austria).

In 1858, locating in Milwaukee, he left two years later to engage in business at 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  He began buying furs from the Indians, and the next year 

opened a small store.  He became the first grain buyer in that part of the state.

In 1861 he married Francisca (Fannie) Teweles of Milwaukee, also an immigrant from 

Bohemia.

They had three sons and a daughter, Arthur, Emil, Sarah and Hugo.

In 1883, the family moved to Omaha and established a wholesale notion house at 1207 

Farnum Street.

Two years later, with his three sons as partners, "The Fair" store was established at 

13th and Howard, the firm name becomes J.L. Brandeis & Sons.

In 1888, a new and larger store was founded at 16th and Douglas, "The Boston Store“.  

In 1894, the Boston Store burns down, but is rebuilt within one year.

The Brandeis Story

Source: Jonas Brandeis 1903 obituary 

"Free cologne for the ladies"

1885-12-23 Omaha World
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After Jonas' death in 1903, the three sons, Arthur, Emil 

and Hugo ran the business.   They had inherited the 

biggest department store west of Chicago.

In 1906, the 8-story J.L. Brandeis and Sons Store Building 

was built, it is listed now in the National Register of Historic 

Places.

In 1912, Emil died (age 48) on the sinking of the Titanic.

Hugo died (age 44) 3 months later after ailing for some 

time of the strain of the great shock of Emil's passing.

Arthur, as the remaining son, inherits the business.  His 

cousin George Brandeis becomes president of the store in 

1913.

In 1916, Arthur died (age 52) of complications with 

appendectomy surgery.  

Arthur's son Ervine John Brandeis (age 20) inherits the 

Brandeis fortune.

 

The Brandeis Story

Google Maps 2025

 the 1906 store 

J.L. Brandeis & Sons

Today it is luxury 

condominiums and apts.

E. John Brandeis inherits the 

Brandeis fortune

1916-06-11 The Omaha Daily 

News

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._L._Brandeis_and_Sons_Store_Building
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On Jan 28, 1917, at the age of 21, John marries Madeline Frank.

John's 1917 WWI Draft Registration has him living at the Blackstone Hotel in Omaha with his wife.  

He is the vice president of General Merchandise at JE Brandeis & Sons.

In Nov 1920 John's daughter, and only child, Marie Madeline Brandeis was born.

In April 1921, after 4 years of marriage, Madeline divorces John for being treated cruelly by 

indifference and occasional harsh words.  There was no physical violence.  Madeline was awarded 

an alimony allowance of $400,000 to be paid annually in $50,000 amounts.

Two days later a newspaper article says that "friends hope the new baby will unite the Divorced 

Brandeis Couple"

A 1927 Tabloid article told the story that Madeline became suspicious of her millionaire husband's 

frequent absences from home, followed him to New York, and after 24 hours filed suit for divorce in 

San Francisco.

  

John Brandeis Timeline- 1st wife Madeline Frank

1917-01-29 Ervine John  

Brandeis marries Madeline 

Frank Evening_World_Herald
1921-04-28 Marie Brandeis 

Omaha_Daily_Bee
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In 1920, Madeline was making movies in Omaha.  She was working with 

Shoshone Indians, and in the photograph at right, is wearing the feather that 

marks her as a Honorary Princess.

John Brandeis Timeline- 1st wife Madeline Frank

1920-02-02 Madeline Brandeis 

Jackson_Evening_News Michigan

When she was married to John she asked 

for a check instead of a bracelet because 

she wanted to make moving pictures.

She went on to make one reel silent 

movies, and authored books, mostly 

centered on the "Children of all Lands" 

theme.

The link below is from the Women Film 

Pioneers project, and list her biography 

and filmography.  

Scroll to the bottom of the link and watch 

the Little Indian Weaver made in 1928.

https://wfpp.columbia.edu/pioneer/ccp-

madeline-brandeis/

https://wfpp.columbia.edu/pioneer/ccp-madeline-brandeis/
https://wfpp.columbia.edu/pioneer/ccp-madeline-brandeis/


3/18/2025 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Celebrities - John Brandeis 16

In 1929, Madeline Frank Brandeis is in Europe publishing and filming "The Children 

of All Lands" stories.  Madeline is 32, and her daughter Marie (John Brandeis's only 

child) is 9 years old.

In 1933, Madeline marries Joseph Sampson, chief of pediatrics at Sacramento 

Hospital.  They are at home in Hollywood and he will establish an office in Los 

Angeles.

She died in 1937, at the age of 39, as a result of injuries sustained in a car accident 

that occurred while she and Marie, age 16, were driving to Hollywood from New 

York.

John Brandeis Timeline- 1st wife Madeline Frank

1929 The Children of All Lands Stories Madeline 

Brandeis, with daughter Marie

1933-10-12 Madeline Marries Arthur Sampson 

The Sacramento Bee
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In early May 1922 John marries Emily Marie Ryan. (Mr. Brandeis 

won't tell exactly where, other than it took place "down east"). 

"After their marriage they traveled from Chicago to Seattle, and 

traveled to Alaska on the specially chartered ex-subchaser 

Silverscreen."  A crop of the article at right is below:

The article also states, Brandeis plans to remain in Omaha, and "live 

in my bungalow over the stores.  Of course, I still intend to keep on 

with my hunting trips, and Mrs. Brandeis is going with me."

.

John Brandeis Timeline - 2nd Wife - Emily Marie Ryan

1922-10-03 Omaha World Herald
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In October 1923 "they return from several months in the jungles of east Africa, 

where they shot wild animals with high-powered rifles and then "shot" them 

with moving picture cameras.  Mr. Brandeis bagged two lions and his young 

wife bagged three."

Nine days after the article at far right, John Brandeis was sued for divorce by 

Emily Marie on charges of extreme cruelty.

  

John Brandeis Timeline - 2nd Wife - Emily Marie Ryan

1923-10-14 Omaha Daily Bee

1923-11-27 Lincoln Evening Journal

The article at right states that "John was kind 

while hunting, but once back in civilization, he 

seemed to take on the nature of the wild beasts 

he hunted, and his manner towards her became 

overbearing and he treated her with almost 

unbelievable cruelty."

After 17 months of marriage, Brandeis made no 

defense, and he is said to be out of the city.  Her 

alimony is $8,000 a year, with another settlement 

of $250,000 in cash made out of court. 
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After John's divorce by his second wife, a tabloid article discusses the 

Brandeis fortune, and the Misfortunes Wrecking Lives and Loves in the 

Strangest Ways…..

1 - Women leap to death in a Brandeis building (I could not confirm this 

undated event) 

2 - Head of family loses his life on the Titanic (1912, Emil, one of the 3 

brothers)

3 - Mysterious killing of a well-known member of the family (the husband of 

the daughter of Jonas Brandeis, Henry Cohn, was killed by a robber in 

1911)

4 - Young Mrs. Brandeis' $750,000 "surprise" for her husband (the tabloid 

claimed 1st wife Madeline went to New York and caught John cheating on 

her.)

5 - A Brandeis bride at the mercy of Zulus - AND NOW WHAT? (the tabloid 

claimed that when 2nd wife Emily was in Africa, John played a joke on her, 

and had a band of Zulu's seize the camp while he was away on a night 

hunt, and the Zulu's threatened to eat her)

  

1925-06-22 The Galveston Daily News

John Brandeis Timeline - 2nd Wife - 

Emily Marie Ryan
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In Sept 1927, John (age 32) marries Claire 

Blavette (age 20) in Paris.

Photo descriptions from the detailed article 

at right:

1 - Madeline Frank of San Francisco

2 - The hunting room in the Brandeis home 

on top of the Brandeis store building in 

Omaha

3 - An inside of the Brandeis bungalow

4 - On top of the ten-story Brandeis building

5 -  His latest wife, Claire Blavette

6 - John Brandeis

7 - Mrs. Brandeis #2, Emily Marie Ryan

  

John Brandeis Timeline - 3rd Wife - Claire Blavette

1927-10-30 Kansas_City_Journal
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In Sept 1927, John (age 32) marries Claire Blavette (age 20) in Paris.

Excerpts from the detailed article at right:

"A spoiled kid" That is the appraisal of E. John Brandeis places upon himself.  He is quoted 

by Omahans as having said so, frankly.  "When I asked for a dime, they gave me a dollar", 

says E. John, referring to parental indulgence showered upon him in his boyhood days.

And how E. John is spending that wealth is why his name is getting into newspaper Sunday 

supplements all over this nation.  It isn't so much how much money he spends to get into 

matrimony as what it costs him to get out that makes his case interesting.

He does not bother the store with personal supervision, delegating that authority to his 

cousin, George Brandeis, who became president of the Brandeis store in 1913.

When there is a charity drive or a public subscription of any kind, it is taken for granted that 

the Brandeis people will head the list.  They help every church in Omaha and give away 

much in private charity or benevolence.  No Brandeis was ever accused of being a four-

flusher.  They are what they are, fairly and squarely.  And that, perhaps, is one of the reasons 

why all Omaha is tolerant in judgement of E. John Brandeis and his escapades, and why 

when his name is assailed defenders are numerous.

  

John Brandeis Timeline - 3rd Wife - Claire Blavette

1927-10-30 Kansas City Journal
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Two months after their marriage a tabloid article is 

published.

Another Bride for the Multi-Millionaire "Bad Boy".  And 

now the heir to $15 million says He'll "Behave" - After 

two wives divorce him.

The Africa hunting trip story with Emily is modified:

The bride said that living in such a wild country during 

their trip had bad effects on her husband… At the end of 

six weeks as the result of a quarrel, he had her tied to a 

tree, and ordered the natives to torture her.

John Brandeis Timeline - 3rd Wife 

- Claire Blavette

1927-11-20 Canton OH Repository p54
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Estate in Beverly Hills Purchased - Big-Game Hunter Improves Foothill 

Dwelling

A $100,000 home.  One of the features of the 11-room Andalusian house is 

the game room, with inch-thick plank floors, hand-hewn beams, volcanic 

rock fireplace and massive antique furniture.

Improvements include a championship size tennis court, large swimming 

pool, bathhouse, increased garage facilities, and the landscaping of an 

adjoining site which has been acquired.

In the 1930 Census, John and Claire are living at 1152 Sunset Blvd at 

Sierra Alta Way with two servants.

John and Claire move to Beverly Hills

1929-06-09 LATimes
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In July 1929, John purchases the Johnson homestead of 140 acres in 

Chatsworth

The Palatial Estate will cost a Half Million.  It will become one of the show 

places of California and is under construction.

The estate will be known as the Open Diamond Bar Rancho.  It comprises 

140 acres and will include many buildings.  Early California architecture is 

predominant, the building being of the low, rambling type with adobe walls, 

heavy handhewn timbers and handmade clay tile roofs.

Other improvements are a champion-size tennis court, large polo field, 

swimming pool and bath house, dance pavilion, handball court, croquet court.  

A miniature lake will be stocked with fish and equipped for canoeing.

The two-story living room will be covered with heads and skins of sharpu, 

Dras sheep, ovis ammon, lions, tigers, leopard, rhinoceroses, etc. shot by Mr. 

Brandeis in Africa, India and Tibet, on his big-game hunting expeditions. 

John buys the Johnson homestead 

in the Chatsworth foothills

1929-07-09 The Van Nuys News



3/18/2025 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Celebrities - John Brandeis 25

Some dates and articles relating to polo mentioning Brandeis:

1929-06-22 LATimes - EJ Brandeis, fast-improving local polo star, will lead the Saddle and Sirloin quartet 

on the Saddle Clubs field Sunday (near today's LAPD Mounted Police Unit east of Griffith Park)

1930-01-27 LATimes - Brandeis led the scoring for Hollywood at the grand opening of the polo grounds 

on Ventura Blvd.

1930-05-18 LATimes - Will Rogers Jr. plays position 1 and Brandeis position 4 for the Uplifters' Polo Club 

at the Beverly Boulevard grounds. (Note: Will Rogers Sr. died in a plane accident with Wiley Post in 1935)

1931-03-08 LATimes - Hal Roach is No. 2 and John Brandeis is Back (No. 4) on the Reds team playing 

polo at the Uplifters field this afternoon (todays Rustic Canyon Recreation Center)

1932-07-04 LATimes - At a polo match at the Riviera Country club, Hal Roach Snowy Baker and Brandeis 

star.  Brandeis filled in as a substitute for the Arizona team at the No. 2 position and scored three goals.

1933-09-29 LATimes - John Brandeis of the Riviera Country Club accuses Morgan Flowers, polo player, 

for attacking him and beating him with fists, causing a fractured nose, the loss of seven teeth, and other 

injuries.

John Brandeis plays polo in Los Angeles

1932-07-04 LATimes

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Los+Angeles+Police+Department+Mounted+Unit/@34.1275307,-118.271986,334m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x80c2c0ec4467dd79:0xd47ea628155646c7!2s3933+Rigali+Ave,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90039!3b1!8m2!3d34.1290719!4d-118.2722445!16s%2Fg%2F11cpkwvm28!3m5!1s0x80c2c0ebfbbbd06f:0xa8a52d79bb3c1158!8m2!3d34.1273562!4d-118.2706924!16s%2Fg%2F11f57dylsd?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rustic+Canyon+Recreation+Center/@34.038237,-118.5164486,599m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2a49e1f4e8007:0x5fa11a32fa56b9f4!8m2!3d34.0379295!4d-118.514616!16s%2Fg%2F1tf8tc3g?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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A 1931 article discusses his collection of hunting 

trophies, including 54 heads, housed in his beautiful 

Spanish-style ranch house near Santa Susana Pass.

Specimens include tiger, lion, rhinocerous, Kodiak and 

grizzly bear, moose, a dozen species of goat and 

sheep, elk, leopard, zebra, antelope, and others.

Two gun cases containing 22 guns and rifles ranging in 

caliber from .22 to the .577 Wesley-Richards elephant 

gun.  John mentions that you can only shoot an 

elephant that carries more than 100 pounds of ivory, so 

he has only "shot" elephants with a motion picture 

camera.

Brandeis rates two goals as a polo player and is know 

in every country where the game is played.

He keeps a string of polo ponies on his de luxe ranch 

and spends much of his time in the saddle and with the 

mallet.

John Brandeis Trophy Room at 

the Open Diamond Bar Rancho

1931-04-20 LATimes
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Per the 1932 article at right….

A Dream Ranch - water flows down from natural springs 

on the place into trout pools.  

Wild deer from half a dozen different countries roam the 

mountain canyons of the ranch.

No Tenderfoot - Brandeis has a large fortune but is not 

the parlor type.  As a young boy he worked for several 

years on a big cattle ranch in the Jackson Hole country 

and knows what it means to hunt lost cattle in a blizzard.

He is a captain in the Remount Service of the US Army 

Reserve.

He has hunted wild game where there was wild game to 

be found and his house is largely furnished with trophies.

Note: This is the only photograph we have found of the 

Brandeis Ranch, featuring John Brandeis and Claire 

Blavette, his 3rd wife.

John Brandeis photo at the Open 

Diamond Bar Rancho

1932-06-28 LATimes
1932 John and Claire at the ranch - 

from the Jerry England archives
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1932 - for the Olympic Games at the 

Coliseum, the equestrian team of 120 guests 

enjoyed a barbecue and dip in the plunge at 

the Brandeis Open Diamond Bar ranch in 

Chatsworth.

1934 - Barbecue, tennis and swimming for 

the Riviera Country Riding Club at the 

Brandeis Ranch.

1937 - Film folk enjoy a House Party at the 

ranch back of Chatsworth last weekend.  

Sunday morning, a horseback ride through 

John's private game preserve revealed 

animals imported from all over the world.

Kaibab deer from Utah, twisted horn black-

buck deer from India, white deer from 

Russia.

Activities at the Ranch

1932-08-08 LATimes

1934-06-16 LATimes

1937-04-25 LATimes

Note: John Brandeis and 

Marjorie Gordon are on 

the tennis court

A picturesque western street tucks itself away on the hill below the lodge 

and typifies the genial hospitality of the West that pervades the entire 

ranch.
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1938 - Brandeis brings a Bison on to the 

Open Diamond Bar Ranch.

He trucked the Bison high into the hills where 

a group of hunters were to hide in the crags 

of the hills.

But two hours of prodding couldn't remove 

the Bison from the truck.

In desperation, Brandeis shot the Bison on 

the truck.

The head of the "Chatsworth-captured" bison 

is being carefully mounted.

Another Trophy at the Ranch

1938-01-09 LATimes
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In mid-1932, after almost 5 years of marriage, Claire 

sues John for divorce charging mental cruelty, and 

John sues Claire for divorce for addressing him in "vile 

and obscene language".

Per a 1937-12-22 LA Times article, this divorce action 

was dismissed before a trial when they became 

reconciled.

John Brandeis and Claire have marital issues

1932-06-07 Claire sues John Brandeis 

for divorce -  Long Beach Press 

Telegram

1932-06-08 Brandeis sues Claire for 

divorce - LA Daily News
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As early as May 1935, Marjorie Gordon, 

an aspiring actress, is seen at a polo 

event with John.

On January 10, 1938, Claire describes 

how she was trapped in Paris for 5 years 

because Brandeis refused to approve her 

passport.

And on Jan 19, the entire polo team of the 

Riviera Country Club was hailed to court 

as witnesses.

On April 5, Claire names Marjorie 

Gordon as her rival, asserting her 

husband maintained Miss Gordon in 

luxury at a home in Westwood and at his 

Chatsworth Ranch.

In September 1938, Claire is awarded a 

divorce from John.  

John Brandeis and Claire 

have their divorce in 1938 

after 11 years of marriage

1938-09-28 The Lincoln Star

1938-01-19 

Marysville CA

1938-04-05 Pomona 

Progress Bulletin

Note: Marjorie Gordon is 

described as a film actress

1938-01-10 

The Modesto 

Bee CA



The 1938 article at right discusses John's marriage challenges, headlining that 

3 women couldn't tame him. The last line of the article reads: But according to 

latest reports, he is even now intent on divorcing Claire in Omaha, and 

giving Marjorie Gordon a chance to succeed where so many have failed.

We couldn't find a marriage date, but Marjorie is listed in the 1948 voting 

records and 1950 census as Marjorie Brandeis, living at 227 Tigertail Road in 

Brentwood.  Society columns mention that the Brandeises live at Tigertail Road 

in Brentwood, in addition to the Open Diamond Bar Ranch in Chatsworth.

Marjorie Brandeis (1909-1993) is buried at Forest Lawn, Glendale, next to E. 

John Brandeis (1895-1974) in the Garden of Remembrance.

The only photo we have of Marjorie is from a 1958 newspaper article.
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Marjorie Gordon marries John Brandeis 

(1948 or before)

1938-08-07 San Antonio Light



Chatsworth Movie Historian Jerry England has posted on his blog,  a-drifting-cowboy.blogspot.com quite a bit 

about filming on the Brandeis Ranch.  Jerry summarizes E. John Brandeis as follows:

"EJB was a forceful, energetic businessman with a penchant for outdoor sports, including tennis, polo, and big 

game hunting.  He traveled in elite social circles, rubbing elbows with movie stars and politicians alike.  When 

he wasn’t at his Chatsworth ranch or in Omaha on business, he was often on hunting expeditions in India, 

Africa, Alaska, or some other exotic place."

Chatsworth Movie Historian Dennis Liff had also posted on his blog, iversonmovieranch.blogspot.com, filming 

at the Brandeis Movie Ranch.  His most recent post is about a Gatorade commercial filmed in 2020 in Todd 

Gurley's backyard on Hialeah Way.

Some films mentioned:

1936 The Singing Cowboy (Gene Autry) on Prime Video

1937 Law of the Ranger (Hickeyville, the western town on today's Hialeah Way)

1938 The Terror of Tiny Town

1939 Outlaws Paradise

1949 The Last Bandit (caretaker house)
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Movies made at the Brandeis Ranch - 1935 to 1949

https://a-drifting-cowboy.blogspot.com/search?q=brandeis
https://iversonmovieranch.blogspot.com/search/label/Brandeis%20Movie%20Ranch
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.fcba63fa-f72f-a8bf-3bc9-02615ea3f35c?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://www.google.com/search?q=terror+of+tinytown&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1041US1041&oq=terror+of+tinytown&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTU3ODZqMGoxNagCCLACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b3286c81,vid:NTcHza--nVs,st:0


Dennis Liff has done some recent research, 

and noticed that the studio documents referred 

to the Lazy A Ranch, not the Brandeis Ranch.

Dennis made the map at right, identifying the 

movie filming locations.  Brandeis no doubt had 

delegated the filming projects to someone else, 

as he was often out of town as discussed 

previously. 

Coming up next, a 4-minute clip of movies 

made at Brandeis by Jerry England.
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Movies made at the Brandeis Ranch - 1935 to 1949
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A four-minute 

clip of movies 

made at 

Brandeis, by 

Jerry England.



1939 - The Chatsworth 

Womens Club stages a 

barbecue for honorary 

mayor Marian Marsh

Inauguration 

ceremonies for the new 

official were held today 

at an elaborate 

barbecue on the Open 

Diamond Bar Ranch of 

John Brandeis, to 

which many celebrities 

were invited.

Chatsworth resident 

Lionel Barrymore did 

the installation honors.
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Meanwhile, back at the Ranch, Marian Marsh is inaugurated 

honorary mayor of Chatsworth

1939-06-21 

LA Daily_News

1939-06-25 LATimes
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Part of the ranch had a large section of land set aside for Mr. Brandeis's private game reserve. Included within the 

compound was a rustic log cabin. The roof of the cabin had antlers and animal skulls strewn about.  The cabin's interior was 

rather cozy. There was a stone fireplace, a gun rack, and Indian blankets on the bed and window. I remembered the cabin 

because it made quite an impression on me (Gene was 13 at the time).

Dad told me that when Brandeis felt in the mood to hunt, but didn't want to go out of town, he occupied the cabin, and 

pursued his own game animals.

There are other stories of Lucy and Desi Arnaz and picking oranges in Chatsworth in his book, Child of the Greatest 

Generation

 

A story about Brandeis from Gene Herst

A story from 1946, from Gene Hurst.  The full story is in the November 2015 Smoke Signal, page 7.

Excerpts: My Dad took the job of handy-man and Mom became the cook at the Brandeis main 

house shortly after Wolverton died. This is where my book ended.

I remember he drove around the ranch in a surplus Army Jeep. 

One day, when Mr. Brandeis and his lady friend were gone for a few days, my dad took me for a 

tour of the main house. If you can picture a mansion combined with a natural history museum, you'll 

have a reasonable visual.  There were trophy heads of game animals on all of the walls, including in 

the bathrooms.

https://www.amazon.com/Child-Greatest-Generation-Gene-Herst/dp/1495314588
https://www.amazon.com/Child-Greatest-Generation-Gene-Herst/dp/1495314588
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202015-11.pdf


1950-08-23 - Skylarking - From what we've heard, Marge and John must be a pretty 

ferocious couple.  Strike 1 against Brandeises: They just returned from an African 

safari on which they shot and dragged off everything in sight, including an elephant.  

Strike 2 Their house is on Tigertail Road in Brentwood.

1953-05-07 - Skylarking - Marge and John were among guests at a Bel-Air estate, also 

including Dolly and Hal Roach Jr.  After dinner the guests viewed colored movies of 

David May's recent African safari.

1953-11-10 - Skylarking - Marge (Mrs. John) Brandeis attended an African safari 

themed party at the Santa Monica estate of Paquita and Maurice Machris.  Guests 

included Mary (Mrs. Bob) Cummings and Lois (Mrs. Art) Linkletter. 
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1950's LA Times Society columns

1950-08-23 LATimes



Suburbs Can Be Heavenly by Joan Winchell

We spent the day in Chatsworth visiting Marge and 

John Brandeis on their not-so-modest 500-acre 

ranch.

Brandeis collects high-powered rifles, zebra-

skinned couches and photos of yesteryear's polo 

pals like Spencer Tracy, Walt Disney and Will 

Rogers.

The Brandeises had a schedule arranged for us --

10am horseback, noon, Martinis, 1pm luncheon, 

2pm siesta, 4pm tennis, 6pm more Martinis, 7pm 

dinner, 8pm bridge or gin rummy, 10pm go home.

In retrospect, it was all fun, and such a welcome 

diversion from the rigors of city life.

Note the photo of John Brandeis, Marge, and 

MGM Producer Edmund Grainger, on horseback.
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1958 visit at the Ranch

1958-05-08 LATimes



The Open Diamond Bar Ranch is a gigantic 

compound for Corsican mouflon sheep, 

Indian blackbuck, European white fallow 

deer, sika bucks, Tule elk, and Thompson's 

gazelle.

E. John Brandeis, of Omaha, Neb., and 

Chatsworth, surveys his 525-acre ranch 

where exotic animals from all the world run 

loose.

A Corsican mouflon ram, with eyesight 

seven times stronger than a human's, 

climbed atop a boulder and stared down at 

the men on horseback.

Brandeis is one of the directors of Friends 

of the Zoo.  He was with Maurice Machris, 

also a big game hunter and conservationist.
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1962 Wild Game Abounds at 

Chatsworth Ranch

1962-08-12 LA Times



You may have noticed the beautiful Ram Bronze statue on Santa Susana 

Pass Road.  

This was placed by Randy Mineo who owns Rams Head Ranch to remind 

us of the amazing sheep that used to roam these hills during the Brandeis 

era.
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Today's statue at Rams Head Ranch

A Ram watches from overhead at 

Ram's Head Ranch

22001 Santa Susana Pass Rd



Only Make-Believe - 

Celebrity women are not 

preparing for a safari, but 

are dramatizing their 

search for furs for the 8th 

annual Glamour Clothes 

Sale.

The event raises funds to 

support three homes for 

girls in need of assistance 

and rehabilitation.

Celebrity women include 

Mmes. Clark Gable, 

Ronald Reagan, John 

Brandeis and Alfred 

Bloomingdale.

A fashion show tea to 

preview the clothes will be 

held March 31 at the 

Beverly Hills Hotel.
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1965 Celebrity Women raise funds

1965-02-05 LATimes



Exotic animals - goats from Africa, black deer from India, white deer from 

Russia and moulflon sheep from Corsica -  range the pastures of John and 

Marjorie Brandeis' Open Diamond Bar Ranch.

Saturday night it was a preserve for people who came to wish Jean and Paul 

Trousedale, and John and Marjorie Brandeis, happy anniversary.

Guests in western attire dined on pit-barbecued steaks, baked beans, 

cheeses and drank California wine.

A caller lured cowboys and their ladies over a trail to a glen for square 

dancing.  The hosts and others including Mrs. Clark Gable and the Art 

Linkletters proved quite agile.

For those not dancing there were plenty of diversions - viewing the hosts polo 

trophies in the ranch house, gathering in the stone ratskeller and wine room 

equipped with old presses and barrels.

Others at the party were the Ronald Reagans, Hugh O'Brian, Maurice and 

Paquita Machrio and others.

3/18/2025 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Celebrities - John Brandeis 43

1965 Society Puts Its Brand on Western Style Party

Art and Lois Linkletter 

at the barbecue pit - 

1965-09-21 LA Times



During the fire, all of the buildings - including the 

ranch house, barn, garage, service buildings and 

workers quarters, were destroyed (source: 1977-07-

24 LA Times article)

It required a massive, $750,000 reconstruction project 

to rebuild the Open Diamond Bar Ranch.

The only structures not destroyed by the fires are a 

wine cave, built of native stone in the early 30's, a 

swimming pool, tennis court, and a pond fed by a 

natural stream.

The house was rebuilt in 1971, and still exists at 

22637 La Quilla Drive, 12,000 sq ft, 11 beds and 15 

baths on 16 acres.  For sale today for $10 million
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The Sept 1970 Clampitt Fire consumes the Open Diamond Bar Ranch 

George Spahn, 81, the blind owner of the 

Spahn Movie Ranch 1970-09-28 San 

Bernardino County Sun

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/22637-La-Quilla-Dr-Chatsworth-CA-91311/65251544_zpid/


Rose Marie "Mimi" Couch lived at a home 

off of Johnson Motorway, just north of the 

Brandeis Ranch.  It was also destroyed in 

the Clampitt fire; some unique foundations 

remain today.

Rose Marie was an aspiring actress in 

1949, she was 47 years old in 1970.

Researcher and historian Dean Fields 

learned from Mimi's niece Rita that Mimi 

was a real estate broker in the San 

Fernando Valley beginning in the late 

1950’s, early 60’s and had her last office on 

Lake Manor Drive in Chatsworth.

During the fire Rita’s brother “drove through 

the fire down from the ranch to help others 

below with evacuation of horses.”

Today the property is owned by the MRCA 

(Mountains Recreation and Conservation 

Authority). 
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The Sept 1970 Clampitt Fire impact to neighborhood

2016 photo of foundations of Rose Marie Couch's houseJust above Homesteader Brooks Miller 34°17'35.92"N 118°37'22.85"W  Source: Dean Fields, Hiking with Dean

2016 photo of foundations of Rose Marie Couch's house

Just above Homesteader Brooks Miller 

34°17'35.92"N 118°37'22.85"W  

Source: Dean Fields, Hiking with Dean

Rose Marie Couch 

June 1949

https://www.meetup.com/localhikers/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B017'35.9%22N+118%C2%B037'22.9%22W/@34.2919633,-118.6232704,72a,35y,0.47h,62.16t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d34.2933111!4d-118.6230139?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.meetup.com/localhikers/
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1974-08-27 The Lincoln Star

1974-08-28 Omaha World Herald

1977-01-28 Omaha World Herald

E. John Brandeis died in 1974 at the age of 79.  

Speaking at his services in Omaha, Rev. Reinhart 

said it was difficult to "capture the spirit of this man".  

Brandeis believed that the "God-given pleasures of 

this world are to be enjoyed with zest."

Father Reinhart also described Brandeis as a 

contentious business man that showed "a fatherly 

concern for the large family of Brandeis employees".

John left behind an estate valued at $12.7 million.  

Half of this fortune was directed to the E. John 

Brandeis foundation, which later became the Alan 

and Marcia Baer Foundation, ensuring that his wealth 

continued to benefit charitable causes. 
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1977-07-24 LA Times

Conservationists, Developers Fight over a Ranch

An emergency request for state 

park funds of $2.5 million was 

made (and later denied).

The article discusses the expected 

sale this month to Eugene Kilmer, 

following county approval of a 

proposed subdivision of more than 

160 acres of the ranch flatland.

After the Sept 1970 fire, all of the 

buildings are only 6 years old as a 

result of a $750,000 reconstruction 

project by Brandeis.

The activities of Brandeis were 

seldom publicized and only a few 

residents even knew of his 

existence in the community.  His 

love for the hunt was so great that 

he imported wild goats and exotic 

animals to roam the craggy ridges 

around the ranch.
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1977-07-24 LA Times

Conservationists, Developers Fight over a Ranch
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1977-07-24 LA Times

Conservationists, Developers Fight over a Ranch

Kilmer proposes preserving the main ranch 

house and 22 surrounding acres as a 

private estate.
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1984-12-02 LA Times

Chatsworth Ranch to be 

New Estates

Eugene Kilmer lives at the old Roy Rogers 

ranch, and bought the Brandeis ranch in 1977.

"I intend this to be the Bel-Air of the Valley."

"One thing it won't have, though, is a place for 

horses.  We want horses stabled far enough 

away so we are spared the flies" Kilmer said.

Reflecting its past, it will be called "Indian 

Springs Estates".  "With its three natural 

springs, this is the garden spot of the world"

Kilmer said that E. John Brandeis died from 

complications of his wounds about three years 

after being gored by a water buffalo.
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Chatsworth Ranch to be 

New Estates

1984-12-02 LA Times
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Ervin John Brandeis Headstone

Forest Lawn Cemetery

1895-1974 (79 years)

"If you can make one heap of all your winnings, 

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

And never breathe a word about your loss."

"You'll be a Man, my son."

("If" was first published in 1910 by Rudyard Kipling, a four-stanza poem written as a 

father’s advice to his son, emphasizing resilience, integrity, and emotional balance)
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Sources and Acknowledgements

• References :

• https://northomahahistory.com/2015/12/14/a-short-history-of-north-omahas-brandeis-country-home/

• Presentation: The Johnson Family in Chatsworth

• Smoke Signal Newsletter articles as referenced

• Ancestry.com

• Newspapers.com

• Prepared by Ann & Ray Vincent March 2025

https://northomahahistory.com/2015/12/14/a-short-history-of-north-omahas-brandeis-country-home/
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/The-Johnson-Family-in-Chatsworth.html
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